
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1616 March 15, 2018 
I just wanted to say that we are so 

honored to have him here today. He 
has made such a dramatic difference in 
our community, along with his col-
leagues, Father Daniel, Father Am-
brose, and Father Gabriel; and a great 
difference in my family’s life as well. 

We are so grateful to you for your 
service to our community and to your 
faith, and to our faith, and for making 
such a difference in our lives. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each 
side of the aisle. 

f 

WORKERS AND FAMILIES ARE OP-
TIMISTIC ABOUT THE NEW TAX 
CUT LAW 

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, as I 
travel to each corner of my district, I 
hear from workers and families who 
are optimistic about the new tax cut 
law and what it means for their pock-
etbooks. 

There is a momentum in our econ-
omy, and the latest jobs report from 
February is another piece of positive 
news. Last month, the economy added 
313,000 jobs, far exceeding expectations; 
the unemployment rate remained at a 
17-year low for the fifth consecutive 
month; and labor force participation 
increased by more than 800,000 workers, 
the biggest surge in 15 years. 

Earlier this week, the National Fed-
eration of Independent Business re-
leased a survey that found small-busi-
ness owners’ confidence in the economy 
is soaring, and they are prepared to 
hire and raise wages without a govern-
ment mandate. Imagine that. 

Madam Speaker, these are encour-
aging signs that our policies of reduc-
ing excessive red tape and cutting 
taxes are working. 

Let’s build on these results and con-
tinue to advance solutions that im-
prove the lives of the people we rep-
resent. 

f 

CELEBRATING 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF GOOD FRIDAY AGREEMENT 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam 
Speaker, this weekend, Irish Ameri-
cans will celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 
with parades and parties of every level 
of exuberance, including in my home-
town of Buffalo, New York. 

Buffalo’s St. Patrick’s Day celebra-
tion is one of the most spirited in 
America. 

This year is a special celebration as 
it marks the 20-year anniversary of 
peace in Northern Ireland. The 1998 

Good Friday Agreement brought peace 
to Catholics and Protestants after 700 
years of armed conflict. 

This peace belongs to the people of 
Northern Ireland and to the world. 

Sinn Fein leaders Gerry Adams and 
the late Martin McGuinness, along 
with the Democratic Unionist Party’s 
Reverend Ian Paisley took a coura-
geous step no one believed was possible 
20 years ago. They denounced violence 
and committed themselves to a peace-
ful power-sharing and reconciliation to 
live in peace together. 

Madam Speaker, let this St. Pat-
rick’s Day and the 20th anniversary of 
the Good Friday Agreement stand as a 
shining light of hope for a gentler 
America and a more peaceful world. 

f 

CIVIL WAR IN SYRIA 
(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to shine light on 
the ongoing tragedy in Syria. 

Today marks 7 years of civil war in 
Syria, 7 years of indiscriminate killing 
of women and children, 7 years of inter-
mittent chemical attacks on civilians 
by the Assad regime, 7 years of bomb-
ings, of people thrown out of their 
homes, of children whose youth has 
been stolen from them. 

The ongoing tragedy in eastern 
Ghouta is just the most recent of hor-
rific events perpetrated by the Assad 
regime and their Iranian-backed mili-
tia. 

The White Helmets group reports 
that 800 civilians have been killed in 
the past 2 weeks as the Assad regime 
continues to pound the rebel-held area, 
despite the ongoing humanitarian 
cease-fire. 

The blatant disregard regime forces 
have for civilian life is nothing short of 
despicable. 

We must continue to be engaged in 
efforts to support the Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces and other allies that be-
lieve in a free, democratic, and inde-
pendent Syria. 

Without U.S. leadership, the carnage 
will continue and we will be left with 
meaningless U.N. resolutions. We must 
stand with our allies to stop this dev-
astating carnage that is tearing apart 
families and ruining countless lives. 

f 

HONORING DEPUTY DAVID 
LEE’SEAN MANNING 

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, it is with sadness that I rise today 
to honor the life and work of a young 
24-year-old deputy sheriff from 
Edgecombe County, North Carolina, 
who was tragically killed during a traf-
fic stop in his community on Sunday, 
March 11, 2018. 

Deputy David Lee’Sean Manning lost 
his life when his patrol vehicle crashed 
while engaged in the traffic stop. 

The elected sheriff of Edgecombe 
County, my friend, Sheriff Clee Atkin-
son, informed me that this loss has re-
sulted in tremendous sadness for the 
Manning family and the entire law en-
forcement community, an emotion 
that we all certainly understand. 

On behalf of the United States House 
of Representatives and the 750,000 citi-
zens of North Carolina’s First Congres-
sional District, we honor the life and 
service of Deputy David Lee’Sean Man-
ning. 

May God continue to embrace Da-
vid’s biological family, embrace his law 
enforcement family in the weeks and 
months to come, and give them the sol-
ace that they need to continue with 
their lives. 

f 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
(Mr. LANCE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LANCE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in honor of Public Schools Week to rec-
ognize the incredible work in public 
education done every day in every 
State in our Union. 

I have the honor of representing 
some of the finest public schools in the 
Nation. This did not happen by acci-
dent. Our public schools lead the coun-
try because of the tremendous work of 
our public educators. 

I attended public schools, I respect 
our teachers, and I proudly support our 
public schools here in Congress. 

I know the work of educators can be 
difficult, but the life of a teacher is a 
vocation, not an occupation. Educators 
give their lives in service to future 
generations of leaders, thinkers, writ-
ers, doctors, scientists, and visionaries. 

We need teachers, and we need the 
public education system to remain 
strong in the United States. Public 
schools are where our students realize 
their talents and their potential. 

We need good educators to continue 
offering encouragement and advice and 
to be champions and mentors. 

Let us celebrate this Public Schools 
Week by thanking the teachers and 
educators in our lives. 

f 

PUTTING PENSIONS BACK ON 
SOLID GROUND 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, 
many pension plans across America are 
on the brink of failure and threatened 
by massive cuts. If nothing is done, 200 
multiemployer plans are projected to 
fail, many within the next 10 years, 
and the impacts will be felt by Ameri-
cans in every State in our country. 

Cuts to these pensions would be eco-
nomically devastating for 1.5 million 
people who have earned their livings as 
carpenters, truck drivers, iron and 
steel workers, bricklayers, and paint-
ers. 

They paid into these plans. After a 
lifetime of hard work, they deserve to 
retire with dignity and peace of mind. 
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